Dear Friends of the Holy Child School
in the Dominican Republic,
2017 has been a year of successes and challenges.
While our students’ educational achievement rises, so
does the oversight of the Dominican government. We
are working hard to strike a balance between earning
additional governmental support and our commitment
to the specific educational and emotional needs of our
children. We refuse to lower our standards to those of
the Dominican schools. Yet, as our population grows,
we know that accepting some government support
and oversight is unavoidable. We know that what little
we receive from the government will never adequately
address the needs of these children, who often
struggle just to live, no less to learn.
Your spiritual and financial support has gotten us
where we are. And, I trust your support will keep us going and growing as the needs in the Batey increase.
You may know that our work here has grown haphazardly, to meet the needs of the children. The school is not
owned or run by our religious order. The school began and continues to be a charitable endeavor supported
solely by YOU.
Our school donations come through the Society of the Holy Child Jesus Mission
Office in order to fully comply with U.S. laws and regulations for taxable donations.
As your year ends, I gratefully ask for your support of our school. I’m hoping that
you will see your way to start, continue, or even increase your support for our
children and our mission among them.
A little goes a long where here. So, even a few new small donations could make
the difference in our making ends meet this school year.
In prayerful gratitude,
Mary Alice Minogue, SHCJ

To make a tax-deductible donation . . .
Send your check payable to:
Society of the Holy Child Jesus, American Province
Mission Office
1341 Montgomery Avenue, Rosemont, PA 19010
If you wish to designate your gift in support of a ministry
in a foreign country, and you want your donation to be
eligible for an income tax deduction, please mark on
your check “School in the Dominican Republic”
and include the following statement along with
your check.

I recognize that the Society of the Holy Child Jesus,
American Province, has the discretion to use my gift
based on what it considers to be the greatest need. At
the same time, I ask that the Province consider using
my gift to support the work of the Holy Child School in
the Dominican Republic.

Donate online at:
https://www.shcj.org/american/donate
Please select “Apply my Gift to: Other,” specify the
School in the Dominican Republic, and follow other
online instructions.

Heavy Rains, but Untouched by the Hurricanes
Many of you have inquired about the hurricanes that
devastated our neighboring islands. I am happy to report
that we were spared. Although we are beyond grateful
that our school came through undamaged, the heavy
rains of the last months remind us of the destitution that
surrounds our little educational enclave.
Whenever significant
rain hits the Batey,
flooding is inevitable.
Rain comes down
through roofs and in
from streets. The dirt
floors, where many of
our children sleep,
turn into mud
puddles. Our people
are resilient, though.
Even if dirty and
damp, most of our
students come to
school the day after
such a disaster.

Missing our “Shadows”
Last spring, I wrote a letter explaining that the
government closed down our Sombra (shadow)
Program, which they judged to be child labor.
These young people were not only a great help
to our teachers—they were role models for our
students.
We miss their presence in our classrooms, but
even more, we miss their enthusiasm and
commitment to the spirit of our school.
We have hired a couple of assistants and have
asked our volunteers to take on additional
classroom responsibilities. But, nothing will
replace the inspirational presence of our good
and faithful Sombras.

Our New Reading-Nook Library
Our first presence in the Batey, was a shipping container
converted into a biblioteca (library).
It seems only
appropriate, with our
new focus on reading
education, that we
offer a library to our
students. So, we
moved the garbage
receptacles from their
enclosures near the school entrance to a corner in the play field.
With that move and a little bit of paint, we created several little
reading-nook libraries, which invite students to explore new books
and read quietly on their own. We hope to add more books over
the years and instill in our students a passion for reading.

Finally, Our Outdoor Space
is in Full Use
It took years to realize our vision of a dedicated
space for outdoor activities. The land we
purchased, thanks to our generous donors, has
been cleared, leveled and fenced, creating a safe
and conducive outdoor “classroom.”
One of our teachers has just completed her
degree in physical education. So, now every
student participates in real PE classes. It’s
heartening to see how the children are learning
coordination, self-control and team work.

Successes Great and Small

Wilmer is the biggest kid in 2nd grade. He
acted out constantly, calling attention to
himself and causing disruptions throughout
the day. We discovered that he could carry a
tune. So, we asked him to sing “Happy
Birthday” to a student in front of the whole
school. Everyone praised him. Then we asked
him to sing the national anthem and school
song. He was a natural.
It’s a miracle! From that day on, he has been
a model student…or almost.

This is just one story among many of what a
little self-esteem can do! We see this as part of our mission—to
cherish each child and help each one discover the gift that they are.

Our Teachers—the Heart and
Soul of Our Mission
I know I am repeating myself when I
say that our teachers are the heart and
soul of our mission. For this reason, we
continue to invest in our teachers’

college completion and ongoing training. Four teachers are nearing
graduation, making them eligible for government credentialing and
compensation.
Being able to pay even lower-than-market salaries has been an ongoing
struggle for us. Thanks to our teachers’ unwavering dedication, we have
kept our best and most experienced teachers, in spite of the hardship it
places on their families. With your support, we have given modest pay
increases to our long-time teachers. They still earn much less than their
counterparts in Dominican schools; but we feel good about compensating
them more justly for their work.

Our 2017-18 Volunteers
Joining our household of four
Sisters of the Holy Child, are
returning volunteer, Kayla
Deth from Chautauqua, NY,
and new volunteer, Ana Maria
Feijó from Cali, Columbia. Two
additional Holy Child Sisters
from Nigeria are currently
studying Spanish in the city and will join us in January,
as will Holly Lavin, a volunteer from Buffalo, NY.

Thank you
for all you do
for our children.

